14              ANNIE BESANT

;remember some one inquiring where Mrs. Besant was, and
Mr. Arundale replying, <( She is in the throes of packing."
Jt< In the throes of packing! " said Miss Bright, almost aghast
_and everyone laughed. At Mr. Arundaie's request
Mrs. Besant once gave some of us at school, a class-room

-talk on ' How to Speak '. Perhaps her injunctions may be
.helpful today. <( Do not shout ", she said, " you are not
.necessarily audible if you shout. Pronounce the last syllable

-of your words distinctly and your voice will carry far ". It is
remarkable that Mrs. Besant was able to modulate her voice

-according to the area occupied by her audience. The
person on the fringe of the crowd heard her as distinctly as
the person sitting next to her; and the melody was such
"that at its highest the voice was as sweet to those near her

-as to those far away. My uncle told me that she would
recite English poetry extraordinarily well and often gave
much pleasure to him and a small party of her intimate
friends by reading out to them portions of Tennyson's50
Idylls of the King.

A person whose voice could be clearly heard by ten
thousand people in the open air would, while conversing
with Just one man, speak so low that it was almost difficult

-to catch her words. I understand Mrs. Besant could never
dictate to a secretary. All her letters, including business,
formal and official ones, are all in manuscript. She wrote
,-all articles, whether for newspapers or learned magazines,
herself. The manuscript of all her books is also in her own
.handwriting. It is clear she wrote slowly and thinkingly.
That is why her handwriting was so uniform, each letter well-
shaped and perfectly legible, and the manuscript was never